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THE 


PREFACE. 


Hough the Judaical Obſervation of Galat. 4. 10. 


Times (ſuch as their Anniverſary Feaſts 
of the. Paſſeover, Pentecoſt, and Tabernacles 
Tere) be forbidden to the Goſpel-Church , and 'no 
Day (excepting the firſt of the Week) hath now any 
ſtated Holineſs in it more than another, yet an oc- 
caſional Commemoration of Judgments and 
Mercies upon thoſe Dayes, which God: himſelf hath 
fignalized;.. may be an.uſeful means tofaſten. a du- 
rable Impreſſion of both upon us, 4s well as to 
tranſmit the moſt Effe&tual Notice of God's won» 
derful-Works te following Ages. As it is net-fit 
that we ſhould-ceaſe-to humble our ſelyes un- 
der the Handiof God, fp ſoon as any Galamity ts 
removed, ſo. on: the: ther fade, Ws ſhoutdnot leave 


Fey 


The Preface. 


ter it bath paſs't before us.That which is done in one 
Pfal. 102.18. Generation, muſt be written for the Generation 
ro come, and the People. which ſhall be 
created, ſhall praiſe' the Lord. 
It is too evident, by the Infidelity which hath 
reien'd among us, that we in this Nation bad for- 
Lotten the God of our Fathers, and Worn out the 
ſenſe of former Deliverances ; God's reſcuing of 
them heretofore out of a danger which they law not, 
Was little.thought': of for our on: Encouragement, 
in the midſt of Dangers which we did fee ; the Mer- 
cy was almoſt buried in the Graves of thoſe who 
primarily receiv'd it ; and though we ſtill ſhar r Fin 
its bappy Conſequences, yet it ſcarcely infus'd any 
more Life-into our Faith, than if the! remembrance 
of it had heen quite extin&t. Welook'd forward 
/o much upon the Miſeries which we had m proſpetF, 
PRI. 77. 5. that there were few, Who look't back upon the 
days of old, 'or that conlider d the yours of 
, Ancient mes... i. 

Notwithſtanding this, ib hay ifad. Tilkens 
"lkch were upon aus, 'of or great Unmindfulneſs of 
God, (who bad been aKnown and a Tryed Re- 
fuge): be was pleaſed very ſeaſonably now 'again to 
make bare his Armour own'time, and to'put 
a 'new.gang into our Mouths, [nbickcoltains in. 
it'more Matter of thankful Admiration , than the 
Jormer did ; ; ſoth that we you to have the Portion of 

N Jacob 
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J acob; ; for out Bleflings\bave' prevailed aboveGen, 49.26. 
the>Bleſſings of our Progenitors \ Uand?thongh! 
04 ſhameful degeneracy forbids us to'think/\that we' 
are better than our Fathers (When rdveilive as 
fo notoriouſly worle) yet, we muſt ſay,, "that 'God\ | 
hath appear'd more eminently for«us,\than'bedid for 
them. "That which we have teen; dxcoodjruphins foe! 
have heard,and even in this cafe, the Younger Des: 
liverance will claim a preheminence above theBlder: 
I ſpeak not this, as' if' one muſt therefore ſupplane, | 
or blot out the memory of the -other,"' for they" both 
agree, and conſiſt very well together $\and the ſain! 
day having ewo ſuch remarkable Seals fixt uponit- 
by Providence, it will ſurely be very Famous to all 
our Poſterities, as long as the Proteſtant'Name 
endures in England, Which I hope will be, 'as long 
as the World it ſelf remains:-T'donbt not," butithat \ 
they Who ſincerely value either of theſe, will triumph 
in them both ; and therefore if there be any who fer 
cretly repine at this laſt, "tis no;uncharitable imagi- 
nation t6/ſuppoſe, that they are really diſpleas'd with 
the firſt alſo ;'for the diſtance of-Fourfcore and, 
Three Years between them us nat ſo conſiderable as 
. the Affinity of their Nature. 
oP | muſt add to obviate the Exceptions of Stran- 
 gers' or Enemies, that 'this:Diſcourſe ba never 
been made more publick, than it was firſt made by 
Preaching if the Authors intentions could have ſtood 
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ten: "The Preface. 

WES: ; vil the defi res of the Heaters ; and. therefore the 

expoſing. of,it thus to;common view, which Was never 

framed with any ſuch defign , muſt be laid at their 

door, and not at mine. Wit If it might but fall into the 

ha 'o 45 favourable Readers and { attended 
Bleſſmg from Heaven in the peruſal, I ſhould 


38 hr chearfully expeft, that its numerous Imper's 
a feftions would in Charity be averlookt, and the main 
| Truths entertain'd mith ſome good ſucceſs; they that 
2 Cor. 4. 7. negleF$ the Treaſure which is in Earthen Veſſels, 
and only look; with a cenſorious Eye to the drofly. 
part, | are really moſt injuriqus to themſelves , 5h | 
will loſe the benefit of far better and more valuable 
Performances, than this, or any of mine can be. 
T conclude! with. a ſpecial Requeſt to thoſe, who ſo 
earneſtly intreated this from.me , that they Would 
follow: with their Prayers to God, that it may.go 
forth in his Name, and cloathed with a Divine 
Power, 'ſo as'not to return yoid or empty to 
him thatiſends iv; »:.and. that my whole Service in 
the Miniſtry\committed to-me:may be. proſperous. ta 
thoſe that place themſelves under it, which Will be 


the Glory and Joy of 


The leaſt of God's Saints, and 
Novemb. 9.' Unworthieſt of bis Meſſengers,” 
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Dit u - ER ON. XXXlk 3.1, 


For their Rock is not as our Rock, even 
our Enemies themſelves being Tudger. 


HIS Dyi ing Song of Moſes (whereof the .. 
Words now mentioned are a part) is not 
only Hiſtoric al, but *Prophetical , contain- 
ing ſome hints bothof God's paſt and fiture 

Difpenſitions towards the {fraclites,  His'maih ſeope 

| arid: delight 1h al}, is to ſhew, that God:.was fotto: be 


blamed/for his dealing with them , but -they were to 
be mms for revolting from him: And therefore 
whatſoever 
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2 The Excellency of the Proteſtant Faith, 


whatſoever Bleflings they loft, or Severities they felt, 

. they muſt look upon their own Sin as the Cauſe and 
Reaton of it. To this purpoſe, Moſes ſtarts the 

ver. 30. Queſtion in the words going before the Text , How 
ſhould One chaſe a Thouſand, and Two put Ten Thou- 

fand to flight, except their Rock had ſold them, and the 


"8; Lord had ſbut them np? This ſeems to be a ſtrange ard 
bi fa ning Gooadiion bo what « pd" had promiſgd 
- 'Levit, 26.8. bythe erbefore's \Exvc of .you-Jhall chaſe. an 
' Hundred, and an Hundred. of. yau ſha.l put Ten Thou- 
ſand to flight 5 (which was repeated, as to [the ſub- 
Joſh. 23. 10. {tangeof* it, by: his Succefior Foſpna,, when he called 
43s the Peopte together, towards" the cloſe of his Go- 
vernment.) They-might therefore now wonder to 
hear, that One of their Adverſaries ſhould chaſe a 
Thouſand of Them 5-*+though indeed . the threatning . 
grevichars familiar'to them afterwards; for the'Pro- 
=> -phetteHs them,- One Thouſand ſhall flee at the rebuke of 
LI, 30: 17. "ng at the rebuke of Five ſhall you flee, till you are | 
*% left ara Beacon njo# the top” of a Mountain, &c.” - But 
this Riddle ..is eaſily refolved 5 the, Promiſe 
before-ſpgkeniof; was upon the ſuppolicion of their 
Obedience 3 and conſequently when they ſold themrr- 
chap. 50. 1- Jekpes by their: lniquities (which is Jaid to their charge;) 


bit, it migbtwell: be expected that their Rockyft ould: ſell 
THT Ta) Wh IN Al ing when 'they w#bbeld 
” Rem. r. 13, Cor impriſon'd, like the Heathen) the Truth in Un- 
| «JeHtconſneſs, they might rationally, think , +that the 
Lord would ſbut them np in a ſtate of Miſery and 
Thraldom.... | 
oh 1. Now: Jeſtthey-oriabcir Adverfaries ſhou]d 'over- 
. log bets took therD#7re Hand in fo-marvellous a change, and 
2 __  miarecefpecially{Jeſt their Adverſaries ſhould (who 
2 [5h avere apt/to/fay,: as we' read in this very Chapter, 
Ver. 279- Oar thand is high; und the Lord hath n0t done all this ) 
15y20i1riw rr eMeoſes 
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01148 tet's.Objedty. and; Supports. ny 3 
Moſer agds in theſe words, For their Rock, 3s not, &ec, 
4:4 Tho Maltitudes'\of:the-Heathens: ſhould. be de- 
teatediby.a few: of the' [/rgefites ,..it, would be'no 
ſtrange thing, becauſe their | Idol-Gods can do; no- 


thing at all for ; their protedion , and on the other 


lide,; if many of the-1/raelites be vanquiſht by a ſmall 
number. of; the, Heathen, which carryes a more aſto- 
niſhing appearance, it cannot be, becauſe thoſe Idols 
ad for their aſſzſierce, but becauſe our'Gad does with- 
draw that help from us, which he -is able to afford to 
us. 

'We. have here.in- the Text it ſelf. #wo- particulars 
confiderable,:;\ x.: The Preference of the true God-un- 
to-all-othets, - [_Lheir,Rock is n0t as our Rock] ' The 
Hock. ts a Title given to God:.not only in this, and 
the 'preceding Verſe, but thrice before in this'Chap- 
ter:z/ and. very; often in the Book of *N/alms.: Rocks. ,.,, 15. 
anciently.. being -places of ſhelter which Men uſed to 
fly unto in times- of danger and diſtreſs 3 and theres , sam. 13. 6. 
fore 'Holy David: calls God the Rock of bis Refirge. ,.. 94. 22. 
2. The Acknowledgment of this by 1/raels: Adverſa- 
ries. [Even our Enemics themſelves being Judges.) 
Fhey that were ſo ready to reproach, and blaſpheme 
the Name: of | God, as well as to boaſt .and magrifie 
themſelves, yetcould not deny. this. .\ It was owned 
not- only; by-'their, Friends. and Favourers, ſuch as Exod. 18: 11. 
Fethro was, \and Rahab, but alſo by their worſt and Joſh. 2. 1. 
greateſt Oppoſers,, ſuch as the Egyptians, and Philiſtins Exod. 14+ 18: 
t60, . So-that Moſes his: Appeal to the Heathens here, * © 


1s much like that which Gad made to the /nrhabitants Ifa. 5. 3+ 


of Feruſalem, and 'the e/Her of Fudah in their own 

caſe,or like that which the Apoſ#es made to the Fewiſh Ats 4. 19+ 
Rulers, whether it be right in the ſight of God, to hearken 

unto you twore than unto God, judge ye. 


B Two 


'the*] 


T react BR #4 | _ oy ; 
ROCK. or 'other" ito. be''Fhe'\ ob of theit Caofillante. 
When th -4el-caſt off the God: of  Mbrahaw\, the Fear 


| - Frog and- the Portion of Facb,' they choſe new 


bls 3 they did-not turn” perfect: Hrkoiſds; "but! thi 
__ 't heiy Saas hl (though gone x0 cet 
the Rock in whowthey truſted,” 'So'the other Barbs- 
rout Nirions haditheir ſeveral Deities whom they:de- 
pended. on'for altneceflary fuceours, as well'as paid 
a reſpe& and veneration to. This is included in what 
Propler \fays, MU People will walk, everyoneinthe 
"ume of his God. Every Man's naturalhyſenfible; 
that he #'not's BIF/affcient'being, and "therefore 
Gets aftet 'ſormething 'withoww himifelf, to lbelieve'in. 
Men chuſe ratherto exerciſe Faith: upon 'that which 


21 + 121+. y Indeed 55-102 God (as Moſer ſpeaks ity this fame Song) 


becauſe it haththe' Cams, ' thaw it ive! abloluely 


1A Without'wwy God'at alli >. Tie Oburch ind he World 
,)- d# not repoſe G thei -thuft nr be Jade Got Their Rock, 


and” 6ur-Rock are different. The Peophe.of God; 
and the reſt'of Mankind,” apree- no better in their 
con 7, than they'do in their delights , 'and many 
otherthings'; ; 85 they do- not Hove: the! ſame 
{o- they domnet lea 'upori'the' fame,” © Some ruſt (lays 
the Palo #}t) iniChariors, amtt ſorie'in Howſer 7; but we 
will remember the "Ame of the Lord or God. Many 


4: Wind pretend to believe 'and reſt upon'ouriRock;: will 
beſare fitſt to bew him after cheirown fancies ; hey 
© Pape and faſhion a God" accordit as may pleaſecrher- 


{ves 3 but then it'muft 'be confider'd, that\.jf Men 
do'nortake him:asthe Ser iptave repreſems hirty;/-be is 
not the/ſeeze, butiz#sther God, Many pretendi'aRe- 
lyance upon him , bur. they make vrher Things their 


ſupports 1 in conjuntlion with biz , which is really the 
baving 


as #0: its OBS and Supports. 


5 


having 'bf wore Gotts han one; whereas we ſhould fay ew. 52. 2, 6. 


whh Dhodd, "He —__ 3-my! Rock 1 and a Salvation, 


The Wavelet chit tobe Obſerved frons the _ 
is, ' That the true Church of God'is antitled beſt 
R Heea in the Fours of her ony Enemies. 


”In the proſecuting of this 1 ſhall endeavour to 


ſhew,: 
"E: Ti what reſpedts God may be ſtyled the Chur- 


ches Rock. 
TI.- How it appears, that this Rock Is dengy than 


that'of her Enemies. 

It. Whence it comes to paſs, that *tis better even 
in their Judgment, who yer rejet and oppole it. 

IV. Conclude with ſome Inferences, by way of 


Application, eſpecially to this day. 


Firſt of all,” F am to ſhew upon avhat accounts 
God may be ffyled the Churches Rock, This ſhoul'd 
be open'd diſtindly under theſe ?wo Heads, why,is he 
called a'Reck in general, and why our Rock in par- 


ticular. 
Firſt, 1 ſhall enquire, why God'hath ehis general 


Name and Charader of a -Rock given to/ him here. 


Not to runinto the imprudent extream of alledging 
thoſe refemblances which are forc't,' or foreigi! to this 
matter,[ ſhall only infiſt upon three,which the Spirit of 
God himſelf does expreſly propound to us. The In- 
finite God may bevery fitly ſet forth by a Rock, up- 
on the account of Height, Fixedneſs, and Strength. 
Firſt, God is juſtly term'd a "Aock in reſpet of 
Height. © Rocks are uſually 'of an Eleuated $7tnation 
above the other adjacent parts. As this is commonly 
known, and need notbe cs provd, a the 
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4 - 1; Holy/Ghoſt:does: particularly:refer.to it in; this. caſe 
- 16. 33-16 The promiſe to: him, that. walketh Zig hreoufly , -atrd 
bs | freaketh uprighth Cas diſtinguiſht from the Sinners in 
bt: 'f Zion) 'is, | that he ſhall dwell on high; his place. of deftnce 
Pal, 61. 2, ſbdll be the Munition of Rocks... Accordingly, David 
| 1n the mid(t-of his 'Troubles,, when his of! nh if 
overwhelmed, cryes out to God, Lead me to the Rock 
which is higher than 1.. And; flewhere. ſpeaking: of 
78. 35- the Jews in the time of their Affliction, he ſays, that 
they' remembred that God. was their” Rack,, and the high 
God their Redeemer. God is often deſcrib'd, as the 


[th WA and one that's higher than. the higheſt. And 
hy Gen. 14.18,19, the #10 


jt HighGod is the Name whereby:he is called 

20, 22 go. Jeſs than four times withinthe compaſs of five Ver- 

* ſes. , This. may. not only- be underſtood of the:1r- 

ps: comprehenſibleneſs of God's Nature, (who. is far above 

a our ſight, and out of the reach of our thoughts ) but 

AF alſo, and as I conceive, principally of his Sovereignty | 

and Dominion 3: tor all Creatures as, they :are: yaſtly 

 #»ferionr, ſo they are perfealy ſubjeF to him... This 

is a great ſecurity to the Church, that their God, hath 

every thing at his foot, and under his abſolute Com- 

mand 3 his proceedings are unaccountable, and his 

purpoſes uncontroulable;. for he is the Supreme, and 

iſ. 13- 3- therefore (as the Prophet ſpeaks) we may-rejoyce #n 
kis Highneſs. f AE: 

A Secondly, + God may be ſtyled.a Rock, inreſpe@ of 

Fixedrneſs. Rocks are counted ſome of the moſt 

ſtable parts of this lower Creation ;. and therefore 

2 | when the Holy Ghoſt would repreſent a wore than or- 

© dinary ſtorm of Divine diſpleaſure, he ſays, that, the 


_ 


i Ip 


© 2 


3 Nah. 1s '6. Rocks are thrown down by him ;. which implyes, that 
In (M8 they are not lyable to common ſbakings., Our Saviour 
+568 


Wet >. 24, tells us of the Wiſe Han who, built his Houſe upon 4 
up 25: Rock, and the rain deſcended, and the floods came, and 
ihe. 


ny 


 Counſciaofthe Imamtable God, 


. . $4 , 


t9.and fro,,;asthe beſt 
of his Creatures, (wieneſsthe fall of Au: 


-” 


alwayex, in axe State, and of ove wings, This is. migh- 
ty. advantage. t9 us alſo; - as himſelf ſays, 1 am the vai. 3. 6. 
Lord, 1 change not , therefore ye Sons of Facob arc not 


conſumed. An unchangeable Gad; is, the Aythor of 
the Churches havilay,) or elſe ſhe had been long ago 
res by the. hand. of Fidlexce,.and kicks. by the foot of 
ride.out of the World 3 but God is iz the, midit of va. 45. 5- 
ker, and (for that reaſon) ſhe ſhall not be moved. - His 
Eze and Heart which at: the firſt were chiefly plac'd 
| upon his People, can never be. taker off: irom them; 
there is no more variableneſs in.his Afſedor, than.unr 
certainty in his duration 5, he may as. ſoon. be. plucks 
out of bis. Throne, as the graving of Zion be raced out of 
the :Palms of his Hands. | MELTED 
Thirdly, God may: be truly ſet forth under. the 
notion of a, {ock,, upon the; account of ſtrength, 
; When, Bala Igok't upon the Kenjtes ,.(a, People 
very well fortifyed) he took. up this: Parable, Strong 
+ thy dwelling place, and thou putteſt thy reſt in a Rock. 
We know, that one of the eMiracles at our Saviours | 
Paſſion, was the rending of the Rocks. What Inſtru- war. 21. $1.. 
ments have force enough tq enter into. them?, They s | 
that /plir and break ſo- many other things, ſtill. re- 
main whole and entire themſclves.. This plainly holds #® 
forth to us. the Eternal Power of God, who is called the jc, , 
Rack of our ſtrength. Omnipotence is eſſential ro him, 
and therefore David mentions. his being exalted in his 
0 


Num. 24. 2s 


7. 10% 


Plal. 2H. 1234 


$. 


| nmavoidableis'" is ;that wh 
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The Exvellency of the toe bY 


own ftirength.' 0: 4 

were,” | 
EN How 

fore can: "F bid deffance'to the poor fpanvn Hoc 

of Deyils and Men, who receive aro ſtrength from 

him, which <> EXETT 2g.47h Kia 'How apparep 


bur,” eos Water negro 
> than'themſelves) io "tis a Yery encouraging 


Motive of his Pe te ed Traft ; the Weakzeſs rod 


may tmuch berrer "on, than, Humane Power 


leiths bt Hh Ms Tf phrks "What'is an" Arav of Fleſb 


to the Arm of the' Lord? Bow Invincible is he, . and 


| they thar oboe i bidi'?. Nothing can make any op- 


poſttio,” if He think fit 10 prevent * nothing can have 

any: fucceſs, 1f he reſolve to blaſt 'it. He" is able to 

av'all that he deſires, and to on, all that | is endea- 
Cr 4 £% FE 


vhnr' {by any of his Adyer 
,"Fam to exarnine, why God iy Gatled 0p 


| Rake how comes the' Church to, have this peruliar 


propriety in him, as divided from'the World." ' There 
is a twofold Rzht, or foundation for this claim; God' s 
Covent,” and onr Choice ; becauſe he hath free ;f 
oe himfe)f t.ns, and we (if \ we Are bor from above 


| ; 7 | »/ have unfeignedly rtceroed him: 


Firft, 'God is or Rock by Covenant : As he: bach 
engaged, and betrothed bimſelf to us, and us to him- 


. elf for ever, in Kighteouſneſs, and in Judgment, it 
Loving kindneſs, and iti Mercies. None can doubt, - 
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they aſſume more boldheſfs to clip the Divine 
rerogative, than that of Mar) but that God. = 
ommunicate a diftind and ſeparate Intereſt in himlſe 


| wy whomſvever | he pleaſeth z and every. one who 


©. kpows rhe Scripture, muſt _ that God does not 
| pleaſe 


er Y 


1132s vote 108je Fs: anal Supports, | Off - 

 Beafertorcommmunicateany ſach Intereſt , [bes to his 

Qhurch 9mly, 'us.w Socicty ;cafd-out of the: World. 
Thereft:of Mankind, as they have a rooted Principle 

4 Avheiſen in their bhtrtbind ſay that/there is 10 'God, 

fo they thave-indeed & hiitlerelation tobim, as if rbers 

wereyore,'' Theveiinno General Covenaut\ made \fince 

the fall whh-ul/ the Children of Adam; bats fpecial 

Contmantiof Grace \with allelic faithful, whichconveys 
_ _avew Title tothemanſtead of the:M/d one, loft'bythe 
firſt Apoſtacy.,/ He'that'was:@God to Abrgham, and to Gen. 17. 7: 
his A(at»ra$eedl, excluding-all other Nations, under 
the Old'T. eftawem,;' vs a GoU'to \his'Spiritual (believing 
Seelextludinp'albother Perſons ixhatfocover, nowuns 
derithe /New Teſtament. God: nor the ſazre to com- 
mon Men, as he is'to- his particular Peoples | though 
he be cloath'& with: the ſame drvributes, yet! he does 
not exerciſe them-alike,' -As-forithe: Men of the Earth, 
he 1s not bound by promiſe to be their Rock, but on 
theconrary he'isobligzd by! his abreatrings:tobe their 
-Rew#riger'5 His Travk«Goor-odt tye him.to ſteel, but 
t0 deſtroy them. * 

- Secondly, God: Oy Rock by Choice, and volun- 2; 
aby. acceptanee. All that are 1fracl/ites indeed have 
Fineerely' taken the Lord -/ ork hear: oU. and thank- | 

c& in' him 4#// Behold we come wnto forem: 5. 25, 

_ ts theChitrch): for thoy art: the 'Lord our God. go ok 
Again,” in another; place ,-we find them making the 

like profefiion': We will not jay any more to the work wox. REN 
of our hauds,' ye-are our Gods. This I(egative here 

'iryplycs an Affirmatioc; their renouncing. and: aban- 

doning of falſe Gods did include their embracing,of 
"the'#rme. ' Such Texts arc ſomumerous, that 'tis! | 
les to cite them; 'Thetaking'of 'God 1o/be our R 
ler and\onr 'Portion, /our- Soveraign and our Shield i 'Is: 
the'very fr/i thing, which/truly «dds 1s zazhe Church, 


and 
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IL 


ouh happineſsand our) Ecurity.in him, and;are willing 
to-live both;under. God's Prernt whe A 

we are properly of the World, -and walk - according to 
its courſe. The Lord\is our. King , he will ſave #, is 


(as it were )the Natural and Primitive Language-of 
all-Returning Sinners, when they" are effecQually: called 


10: be Saints. God's offering of bimſelfto.us inthe Unli- 
mited Miniſtry of the Word, daeenot make him Ours 
(for he is offered. to multitudes now, whom he will 
not kyow at laſt) but our hearty Complyance with it; 
'tis amutual agreement on/both hands, which muſt con- 
firm.the Irtereſ#, and.complete 'the Tztle:| God -is nor 
to be lookt upon as oxr Rock, before the Spirit ,per- 
fwades and' prevails with us to'chuſe him 3 and-if we 
are not perſwaded ſo to do, weare not really his peo- 
ple;.though we may be.called by his. Nawe. 


, hots AIOS AVID AN * Y<8 . Y 36% 21-2311 
8 'The:Secozd thing, :is'to:ſhew, how-it d "aPPEar, 


that our'Bock, of the Rock -which-the Church-is en- 


titled to, is better than that of our Cnemies..: If we 
compare them alittle together, we' ſhall quickly and 
eaſily ſee a vaſt Diſproportion, I only;;premile, :that 
as a long coutimed, Ridge. of - Hills. is ſometimes 
-reckoned by Geographers:and others, as; Que Moun- 
tain, ſo their Rock, (who are: andhave , been the 
Churches greateſt Enemies) though it go under. that 
ſingle denomination, 1s indeed a Conjundion of many 
things, which they make their, Refuge, and eſteem 


their ſafety. 1 ſhall inſtance 1n-fix-patticulars, which 
may be comprehended under this General term. - 


#irſt, An Humane Head is their Rock, The dege- 
nerate Rozzar Church does expreſly and openly avow 
this 3 they declare themſelves to be Originally headed 
by. Peterg:as the chief of the Apoſtles, and their Biſoop, 
as. Wet» An 


g £4 F | . þ 
— and manifeſts. our faving Converſion.;:; Till we:place: 


roteGion, 


mY 


as to it's Objefts and Supports. 11 


and Founder, and #ow by the Pope, as his Succeſſor. 
Let us look a little. into both. | 


Firſt, As to Peter, though we ſhould grant him to -x. 
be Biſhop of Rome (which is. more than we need to 
do, 'becauſe no ſatisfying proof can be brought that 
ever he was there,) yet that he had the primacy among 
the reſt of his * Brethren, the Apoſiles, and that the 
Chriſtiay Church was founded upon him, is | by no 
means to be allowed. The Text which they have 
urg'd to countenance this Opinion, hath been ſo fre- 
quently and fully cleared , that .I think they can 
ſcarcely abuſe it todo them any further ſervice. Thou wat, 16 18. 
art Peter, and on this. Rock will 1 build my Church. 
The caſe in ſhort was this 3 *Peter a little. before had 
made a good confeſſion, Thou art Chriſt, the Son of the v. 16. 
Living God; Chriſt requites him by ſaying alſo to 
him, Thow art Peter ;. q, d. Thou art fitly called fo, 
(Peter ſignifying a-Rock,. or Stoze - ) And haſt made John 1. 42. 
good this Charadter by the ftedfaſineſs of thy Faith in 
me 3. then he adds, (not upon thee Peter , but) por 
this Rock will I build my Church ;, 3. e, upon this Truth 
which thou haſt confels't, or upon 2zy ſelf, who.am 
the matter and ſubſtance;of it. Certainly ,; if. Peter 
were to have had ſo great a preheminence beyond, his 
Fellows; our Lord'would not have. plac't them a/ 
equally upon twelve Thrones, which utterly ſhuts out wart. 19. 28. 
the pretence of exalting Peters Chair above..the reſt. 
Beſides this; . it deſervesto be remark't, that ore of 
the Apoſtles (excepting the Sor of "Perdition, whole | 
Charge was t«ker Faber) fell ſo foulely , as "Peter 
did ;- none dery'd and abjar'd their Maſter, but only 
hes as if God had reſolv'd to diſcexrage the deſign of 
advancing him to any ſuch Headſoip over the Church, 
 as.the.Papifts would. put LO bim,; He that: ſeem'd 


fo 
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Galat, 2. 9+ - fp Þe'A Pilar, was but left a while t6 hicmſetf, and 
he ſeem'd like a reed ſhaken with the wind. | 


y Secondly, As to the Pope, the'prefent viſible Head 
of the Romai: Church, his Shceeſſron to Perer'in that 
Seat can'never beeleatly taade out, and if it could, 
their caſe would not be thuch 'tht'better; We know 
very well; what 'abvminable Monſters have” poſſeſt 
both'the place andthe power, as even Yherr wn Hi- 
\ florians have reported 3 as Rome ts ſpiritually called 
Revel. 11. 8. Sodom and Fgypt.,' fo that Chair hath been Hrerdlty - 
F#. ted with' wh ty Sodomites, and Egyptian Sorcert#% 5 
their Arichriſitian Church often deſcribed ty tHhic 
Begft, {6 the Heads of it *have "been more Properly 
*Brutes than &HMe# ; and while they have lifted'up 
thenſelves zbpve all that'is called God, they have tcar- 
Tied the notorious m4rk ard Ihrage of the Devil. The 
greateſt Decetvers that Ever appeared mthe World, 
have beerttheir Met'of Ynfellibiliry, 'nhid fireh' ab fave 
departed "furthefs from the Truth,” have been "their 
Uverring Guides, © If this Rod of theirs ,'be' as vir 
Rock, let all that have the leaſt part of an &je to fee, 
—or, 4 Uterine ; ; our Rock is Chreft, (as the Rock of 'the 
ow ewiſh* Belibotrs was) a Rock which"*n6' Dirty of 
X mpta ion coold pierte, rand a Rock which' fwd; 
It, Ws ; the Holy one if God, and 'the” your 
terna 


- Secondly.*Urmritten Tradiviohs ate pheiy Rok, and 
the Word of God is ours, Whitat tompariſon: is there 
between bar two ? How mally-thinigs have'our-Pne- 
"mics defivetU'to. ; Sotodnterhirging ; *whith'titvc 
. been groſly falſe and | 'A oy 


and uncertain "ut 'yhi ; TE 
'fider how tyabk ve WERE "tbr be liter and de- 
*pravd, either through the vrwrifme/7 or tags + 


." 1114s to: i bfeFi-and Swpportsi 1) 3 13 
thoſe into'whoſe hands'they came'!' How-hardly can 
we credit a report 1n, our own times, after-it hath been 
propagated from one to another, unleſs we trace it to 
the;Spring/! How many times are we. deluded and 
miſtaken/in:things which are but of Teſterday ! How 
mnch: more | when Traditions, are pretended: of (6 
great Antiquity!) But indeed, *tis a great temptation 
to. Men to' leave the Word of God, and ſeek ont other 
ſupports, "when they find that the Word is againſt 
them ;/if the Bible could. be ſaborrn'd as} A politive 
Witnek initheir:.Cavuſe:, they would:not-fly-to theſe 
UOnſcriptural SanGnaries z they are forc't (as it were) 
to ſay ſomething. of this kind , that they may. not be 
ſpeechleſs. How. much ſafer and happier are we there- 
fore, who are built; upor the foundation. of the Apoſtles.Ephcl. 2. 20. 
and *Prophets}. We are\able: to.lay\with Davids that 
we hape in the Word ; and we belieye'as the. Sacred 
Canon direfts us to believe,. but.na otheawif.... Que. 
Faith;does not lean upon the Words off iMigyry Jour the 
Injpired Writings of thoſe that came froye 4god vwhich 
np Pelercommends as m2ore: hurs' thine O0468-2 Per, 1.12,19» 
from Heaven, | | 25315 Lootd 


" 


'Thigdly, Images, Keliques , and. the: Horſerrated, 
Elemerts are their. Bock (J joytiall theſe: together, 
2s having ome wfiitzione a0 another; and being of 
equal; figrification, ;3\6. of nonk atall.) . Whabconk- 
dence do the\Rapwyiſte platen Images , as if thale. _ ». 
lifeleG/repreſentations (/rke the ſpadow of Peter paſſang att 5. 15. 


by.).chald +perform) extraordinary matters! A! piece 


of folly:and:ffupidaty, wich; cangst be better. de- 
tid; ahanid tiawerkaf theP a4\miſt ,. They, that pal, IIs. 8, 


make. thew; ure like wwnie them, and jo; i1,qyery one that 
truileth:7s them! What ſtrange: expetations have 
they: Tom the:ſuppoſed Vertye of their multiplyed- 
Reviques, as. er erylitleragweyt that once belong'd 
a4lſ.3 2 | tQ 
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2King 1321. tO a Saiwh, would (like the dead: bones of Eliſhz )\re- 
vive others'with' a Fouch ! Tho,” if we were to con- 
tend with them about theſe, (as'the Archangel did 
with the Devil about the Body of Moſes) 'we-ſhould 
find that the far greater part of them muſt ineeds/ be 
Counterfeits, 'What Mighty thin gs will they fancy'to 
be done by the preſence of the Hoi7, which they: car- 
ry often 1n Proceſſzoz, as if they. didintend to match 
Exod. 32, I, he Idolatvons Iſraelites exatly, by having Gods which 
ſhould BN « them | How unworthy are all: theſe 
things to-be* compared with our Ro4k, with God ( 
mean) whole ſimihtude'none ever faw, or with Chriſt, 
the expreſs and ſubſtantial Image of his: Fathers Per- 
for | How unfit are they to be laid i the ballance with 
a Living God;»and a Glorified Redeemer}: (1, 
 Fourthily;” Sdlgences and: Pardops are another of 
Help Rorks, *Indged, theſe are ſome of the chief Ex- 
dvewents of he Romiun Church, wherein (like Samſor's 
hey think thac their gres Prength hes. . For af- 
terthey Bave-debaucht themſelves never ſo. much, 
«51. 5 and and their hands never fo'deeply (perhaps).in f 
blood, they fancy that they may (with Pilate) waſh 
en by igweans and appear Fair and. unſpotted 


- . .. InGodvNiphts £5 tho contin Fig" rwops 
"|. 10 Moſe-that have received the'! ſolution, 
© of 831Fthiey might-confidently alter.thoſe-triurhphane 


boffle, andifay; Who hl lig any ching 
"F901 Fe Tr > "rar the Vicar of Chriſt that: Juftifies w. 
Who -jrogint4 pie that they truſt ble hal portion | 


| e's ins 'M | Oy 
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phe perry) the rv i me Membetofs— | 
Wc Canon ſwimto, and hich the they aretarally: 
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4111 an:toits-Objefts and: Supports. - bt 
this dangerous; and!deceitful- bottorr, not only with col 
the ſacrifice of.their Eſtates, but the loſs of their Soxls 
t00...' We Proteſtants on: the contrary, though we 
are far. from imagining that we have 0: fin; yet! we © 1799) 
place all our hopes: in Divire Forgivereſs; believing 
that 'tis tono purpoſe for e/Her to remit our ſins, 10 
long as God retains thew. Our free pardon without 1a. 55. 1. 
Mony and without Price , 1s more effeFual than that 
which. they. by ſo dear. ANTE AF 
Fifthly, The Irterceſſcons of Angels and Saints <5. 
are-another Rock which they build much upon. They 
perſwade themſelves, that theſe Heavenly Conrtiers 
bave their King's Ear in every cafe, and that they 
are as attentive in liſtning to us, as ſucceſsful in pleading 
with Gag 3. more eſpecially, the Virgin Mary, (their 
Sncer of Heaven) mnvelted by them with greater Au- - 
thority than- all the reſt, ſo that ſhe need not to uſe 
the humble Style of intreating, but may take upon her 
to command her Sou, But ſurely, if we could ſuppoſe 
that the Bleſſed Virgin in that- perfe& and ſinleſs voy 
aboye,; could. be..guilty ' of ſuch preſurpptiov, Our 
Exalted Saviour might with more reaſon ſay to ker 
there, as he. did..at the Marriage in Cana (when ſhe Job" 2 4- 
only i-timated to him, that they had no Wine, without 
ſo much as. making any explicit requeſt for him to pro- 
vide.it), Woman, what have' I to do with thee Ts not 
ſhe, and all theother Agents employ'd by that Church, 
perfectly diſcarded by that Text , which mentioning 
the relief that we have, if any man fin, tells us only * J9h* 2: 1- 
of, 7 Advocate (which ſhews, that'there is bur oxe ) 

bike Father, Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous > Such an 


wit 
Advocate for 'our "Perſons, as that be is alſo the Pro- », z 
|  pitiation: for our ſins 5 which they that are of Cephas 
l mean,, the, Rowan FaTion) cannot ſay concerning 
618, OT any Creature whatſoever: |. Now, who'can 


46 'The Excellency of. the Proteſtant Faith, 


om. 8. 24, hefo fit to intercede for' ww , ag he'thar'd #12 
's '" Whoſo worthy to plead our Cauſe ,-'as Saas paid 
j | our Debt 2: Who beſt:deferves to be.always ſpoken to 
7 Joki 14, 42- by us, buthe, whom we know:thatGod Aways hears ? 
|» Who folikelytoprevait in mediating with) God;"'as 
; © be that from! Eternity rejoyc's before bins £ Whar com- 
| pariſon is there berween Jeſus Chriſt; 'and the higheſt - 
q Angels, or'the beſt of Saints ? Between an Onmiſ- 
b+. Eccleſ. 9. 5: cient, High Prieſt, and thoſe that kyow rot ny Pong 
i ., of our Afﬀairdbelow # + 
6. Sixthly, : The Merit” of ood Wetks's is a tiineipal 

Rock which our. Enemieshave choſen to themſelves. This 
(like the rich Mans Wealth) is their ſtrong'Tower,- and 
the'bigh Wall to their own | conceit; \ They look upon 
* God as their Debtor, -and 'go 'to hin on (ho, Ay 410 the , 
”  Matth, 18,28, Parable: did' to. his fellow ' Servant) Nog 4. 1 
| what th0u oweſt”; ſcorning to oe hy that "s a'G; 
which they.think they may demund as Wages, * ral | 
not inſiſt here, (tho''tis moſt undertably- trae) bros 
* the Works which they areſo confident of pg 4/6 
are not-really good , bckuſe A ner tively 2th | 
1s.rjot the'root of thetn ; 3 I ſay, I'need not' makeuſe of = 
| this Argument againſt them here, for tho”'we do be. 
M lieve \with onr hearts, and perform all AGs of "Obedi. 
© Epheſ. 2. 8. ence from that principle, yet we''are|ſaved' by Gate, 
F and that's the fureſt fow7dation to raiſe or, hopes up- 
on. Mercy will be found the'beſt and ſtrongeſt pled 
in the day of Fudgment ; and thoſe wretched SaB.4- 
' Sinners, thar catch hold of any other twigs, ſhall fit 
and, periſh Everlaſting Ty. Who tanfay, that hisows/ 
"no Righteonſacſs is equal "akh the' Righteoufrreſe' of GY, 
& Philip. 3: 9. which che crue: Proteſtant deſires '(hke"" Paul) Þ - 
I fornd in? Who \caw compare his'own filthy F, 
4 20 '{ which. are 1nbi/betrer chan” Tirder , if the Fireof 
; | Revel, 14s (node EO then) 'ts ky 
4 To. TAs white 
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white in the Blood of the Lamb? And therefore, as 
Balaam, after hie'had ſpent a great deal of time and 
pains, with hopes of - curſing 1/rael, 'twas' conſtrain'd 
at laſt to bleſs them 5 ſo *Bel/urniine (a great Cardivial, 
and celebrated Aithor in the Church of Rome") when 
he had ufed. abundance of ſubtilty in deftrding the 
Dod@ime of Merit, he does in a manner, revoke all, 
by concluding, [ © Propter incertitudinem proprix 
*'Juſtittz,” & periculum Inanis gloriz, tutiſiimum eſt 

*8 fiduciam'totam in ſb1a4' Dei miſericordia & benig- 
© nitate reponere.] Becauſe of the uncertainty of a 
<«' perſonal Feighteonſneſs, and the danger of vain glory, 
* it is the fecureſt courſe to pit our whole truſt in the 
&"Aſepcy and.goodineſs- of God alone;”" This leads" me _- 


to' | bu 1907 
"The'Third thing, which is to ſhew, whence it comes  11l. 

to paſs, that ever ow Enemies judge our Rock to be 

better than our own, © Briefly, there" may be theſe 

threei\groxrds and'reaſons of it. NON 10 tov, 
UiEDGH at llon 835) 


"Firſt; There's a mighty Evidence in ſome Truths, 
whitch' cezr70} be reſifted by Men of the moſt corrupt 
2rinds,' The Light of Nature is not fo. far put ont 
Tm the'vilkeſt Perſons, but that they do ſee ſome' of the 
 Differetites betweerr good and evil. Indeed the deep 
Myſteries -of the' Goſpel are ſuch as canrot be hnown I Cor. 2, 14 
| by. XNCatnral: Her, 'but there are other Tryths- fo 

manifeſt and.notortous, that they carmor cafily be i2- 

rorant of "them": tis almoſt impoſſible to'hide them 

- from "their #derflandings, and Conviction breaks' tn 

againſt their Walls,” It may be in their power to! de- 
a 723 many things, 'which 'tis not in-therr power to d?/- 
"beleeve; their Tongaes perhaps may ſpeak in oppoſe- 

for to'that; which their (Judgments do neceſſarily 

offertt +03 as the Devitinay/be the Author of 4/keiſtz- 
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cal Sugge5tions to.others,. tho'he cannot doubt of the 
being of God hiwſelf, . I queſtion not; but that our 


+ +, Enemies won/d-,judge their' Rock, to-be better than 


ours, \f they could bring their thoughts ,-\as well as 
their Words, ſo much wnder their own Command ; 
therefore we muſt conclude, that; they think ths, 
becauſe they are not able-to avoid it by thinking 
otherwiſe - . | ly 

Secondly, Signal Rebukes of Providence. do/many 


times make this Truth: more plain to our Enemies,® 


of the Incomparable Excellency of our Rock. Then 
it becomes as legible to ther, as the Handwriting up- 
on the Wall: to., Belſhazzar 5 and they diſcern. it- as 
clearly, as *Pharaohs Magicians did the finger. of God, 
when they could no longer imitate the zwiraculoys 
Works of Moſes by their Enchantments. If Dagon 
cannot ſtand before the Ark of the Lord, even in the 
houſe of Dagon, bur like a-poor helpleſs God be-dri- 


. ven of from his own? dunghtl., it muſt needs. in ſome 


meaſure oper the ezes of thoſe that-are moſt i» love with 
darkpeſs.. When God fruſtrates the moſt probable 


tokens of the Lyers, and turns the wiſeſt counſels. into 


fooliſhneſs ; When he brings his wheel on a ſudden over 


their necks, that aretrampling upon others,and makes 


Men's own - contrivances and preparations moſt perni- 


;  .cious and; fatal to themſelves : When Enemyes that 


_ ly makethemrefle#( 


were wont to be attended with the ſtrangeſt ſacceſſes, 
fall afterwards under as furprizing diſappointments,and 
the | ſtreams of proſperity. which hath carried al/ before 
ther, 74-5 as ſtrong againſt them 2, This will;certain- 
y ar Satan bend all, his cun- 

'ningto ſtifie ſuch Retlexions) apon the weakyeſe of the 
Rock which they truſt in. There are ſome. 2ppea- 
rances.of God in all his works: he does nothing, but 
what declares] the' glory of the Agent : Reverengies 
there 
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there are particular diſpenſations alſo towards the Ene- 
mies of the Church, wherein the Lord # eminently. val. 5. 15. 
known by the Fudgments which he executeth. 
Thirdly, The Terroxrs of God are a Demonſtration 3. 

of this truth ſometimes to Adverſaries, even in the 
midſt of their proſperity. 1 do not think that *Babylor,, 
even While ſhe ſits 45 a Zueen, can fortifie her Childrer: 
againſt mward Coxvnlſiors, or that they. who ſeem 
above the fears of any viſible er Ronch are there- 
fore alwayes perfeFly at eaſe 3 the Worm of Conſci- 
ence may be biting, while their Gourd is flouriſhing 3 
the Spirits 'of Iſacls troublers may be troubled, and 
when their voice to others is as the roaring of a Lyon. | 
God may . ſpeak more dreadfully i» his Wrath to them. pg. ». <. 
He who can touch the Mountains, fo as to make them ; 
ſmoak, can make the "Pillars of. the Antichriſtian 
Kingdom tremble, and their Hearts aſtoniſhed at Lis 
reproof., This way of God's dealing, with the minds 
of 'Men, is worſe than! the heavieſt ſtrokes of Provi- 
detice falling upon theit outward concerns; 'tis many 
times indeed induſtriouſly coverd and diſſembled by 
thoſe that feel it (who know how to lavgh, when 
they have more cauſe to how! ) but it cannot be to- 
tally eſcap't, nor quietly exdwr'd. . It will z»ſett/e Men 
from their lees , and beget a ſenſe of God's excellent 

reatnefs, and (it tnay be). will extort ſach an ac- 
Tvonilecdpaiobr alſo, as it did from lofty Nebuchadne- 
zar at the beginning of his Reigr, that our God 3s pan. 2. 47; 
the God of Gods, If God do work upon the Souls of 
Enemies, as: he is able to do,. (without letting looſe 
his viſible hand againſt them) he can bring every knee 
to bow, and every tomgue to confeſs, Ore 
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and lay afide ll t Cri bers 1.96 "ably 
the People to ey Their pg reaſure, ws 


op that Religiqn ſo much tothe we of 


as t6'its Objefts and Stpports. 
eMev. They know not how to ſacrifice the pleaſire 
of Dotrination, or to leaye that profirdble Trade' of the 
Merchandiſe of Souls, which they niuſt do, if they 
make choice of our God, and be reconcil'd to our 
Religion. Great Poſſtſions and Hoironrs do very of- 
ten, even 1n, leſſer calcs, prejudice Men again{t. the 
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Dodrine ofthe Goſpel. . 


" Fourthly, Their Conſciences are Judicially ſeared 5, 


as the Apoſtle Pail foretofd of theſe Grand Apoſtates 
in the latter tigfes, They are under firog deluſions 
(as the fame Perſori ſpeaks of them-elſewhere) by the 
Righteows Judgment of God, who, becauſe they have 
left the #r1th, hath left them to themſelves. Perhaps 
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God may have a. Rermant of People, that ate yet in 
Babyloz, \whom he wall cal] out from thence before 
the time of her fra! deſtru@ion 3 but as tothe Gere- 
rality, and 2az body of that Church (and more eſpe- 
cially, the Learned Mer jn it). they ſeem _to.be de- 
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1 Tim, 4o 2. 
2 Thels, 2.11. 
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liver;d over to a-reprobate mind; and the" Pardre/; of 
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their hearts is become beth their /z atjd their priniſh- 


_ ment too. . So hopeleſs an Attempt 1s tha of Healing 


thoſe whom God hath determined to'cuP off: 


Wa the 1 place, I grate Febly all this With fat 
relation to the Day, Several things may be Ioferrd 
from the foregoin Diſcourſe, which are very. proper 
to. be conlider'd by us ow. _ 
Firſt, If our Exemies themſelves cannot but judge, 
that their Rock 3s not as our Rock, then we have a 
EW ; PLE of -: \/ig in 4 T- 4s 3 . 
Witndſe for #51n their own bofors, that our Separa- 
1z0n from them was juiF and veceſſary; , They cannot 
blame or cenſure , the Reformed Churches that bave 
til gvh Goh wet il odd Ioas-11k- SEL i s wil Jafrh 13 tor. , 
forſaken their Communion , without ſome inward 
check upon their Spirits, © When they call us Here- 


IV. 


D 2 ticks, - 


Adts 13: 45+ 


Pal. - vo To 


| The Excellency of the Proteſtant Faith, 


ticks, and give us all the other opprobrious Names 
they can invent, 'tis ſcarcely poſſible that they ſhould 
forbcar. to think, (as Saxl faid to David) that we are 
more righteons than they ; and therefore their contra- 
aiding and blaſpheming (hike thoſe malicions Fews) 
1s the greater in, As Pilate, even when he condem- 
ved Chriſt, did declare him innocent and fanltleſs, ſo 
while our Adverſaries reyile us, and thunder out their 
Excommunications again{t us , there is ſtil} ſomething 
within them, which, gives ſentence, for us, How little 
then is the exz! which they ſpeak, to be regarded, 
when their own Hearts tell. them, that they He in 
Dare} IR TY TORY one 
Secondly, This.teaches us, that we may very well 
pray in Faith for. ' their Confuſion : (The Scripture eti- 
couraging us to expe@ this , much more than their 
Converſion.) Their Rock. is but a Zrick-ſand which 
will ſwallow them up, or as. a eStore to drown 
them, Inftcad of a' foundation to bear them, What 
therefore ſhould make us.afraid' of uſing the *P/al- 
it's words, With the fame Bope that was in him of 
their accompliſhment ! ' Confounded. be all 'they that 
ſerve graven Images, that boat themſelves of Idols. 
What ſhould make. us doubt, but that. the doom de- 
nounEt by the Prophet will be' executed” on their 


Jer. $1.18: Gods ! They are vanity , the work of. Errours 3, in the 
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time of their viſitation they ſhall "periſh... During the 
time of God's forbearance, and of the patience of Feſus 
Chriit, we ſhould be praying, that this t4e of v2ſita- 
tiou may be haſten'd, as Men, who are afſur'd, that 
their fall ſbalf be great,” and that after it they ſhall ze- 
wr riſe more. Let all that make. Interceſſion again$t 
"Babylon (as Elias did againſt Tfrael) believe this firm- 
ly, that the Golden Cup.which is now in her wo 
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| as to its. Objefts and Supports. 
full of abominable filthineſs, (hall ran over at laſt with 
Divine fary. | 
' Thirdly, This: ſhews how foolz/bly and unjuſtly the 
ſucceſſes of God's Enemyes are at any time attributed 
to their own Rock. This hath been their praQtice of- 


23 


ten.z. as the *Philiſtins offered a great Sacrifice ta Judg. is. 23; 


Dagon. their God, when they had gotten Sampſon in 
their hands. -. So the Adberents of Antichriſt have 
praiſed their Gods of Gold and Silver, of Wood and 


Stone, and made their acknowledgment to their ſe- 


veral Imaginary Saints, when they. have proſper d in 
any of their Deſigns. . .But how much are-they m7- 


ſtaker and deluded in all, this.! How do. they offend 


2.4. 


(like the Ca/dears of old), in imputing this power: t0. yabae. r.. 13. 


their-God, which they receive from ours / We read 


of the Holy City being given tothe (Popilh), Gentiles Revel. rr. 2. 


to tread under foot for a limited time 5 now who can 
give it to them, beſides the Lord of af, who does it, 
when, he. pleaſes, .in order. to, wiſe. and holy exds £. 


An 140), which is »othing in the World, (7..e. hath no i Corinh.844 


efficacy...or i vertue) is worthy only to. 7»habit the 
praiſes of ſuch as the horſe and mule, which have 10 un- 
drpftanding. . 

. Fourthly, If our. Rock be. ſo  mmch better than 
theirs,, how. carefully ſhould we, wath, before hins, 
that he,may. continue to be Ours | That we may not 
be diſpoſſeft of our, Intereſt. in him , nor broker of 


from our Relation.to him. The ſame God who hath ' 


turned. our Captivity from us, is able to brirg it back 
again 3 and:-he that bath: ſet ovr feet. 32 2 large place, 
can yet ſhut ws up into the hands of our Enemies, *Tis 
ealie, with God to «:doall that he, hath. done, if we 
abuſe kis-e/Hercy by.groundleſs preſumption, and wil- 
ful impenitency.. The greatef? Judgments do ſome- 

times. 
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; 24 The Excellenc y of the Proteſt ant Faith, 
\ Jude 5 times come after the greatei?. deliverances, ' The | Loyd 
haping ſaved the People out of the Land of Egypt, uf: 
terward. deffroged them that believed* not. "Tis very 
Joſh. 23. 15. poſſible, that God may bring all evil things upon the 
ſame Perſons, upon whom at! good things have come. 
Our Atonntain does not flund fo firorg, but that our 
fins way breed an Earthquake tounſercte and rewove it. 
No humane Policy'or Per can prote@ us, if our 
God fhould depart from us. We read, that the Army 
2 Chro. 24:24« of the Syrians carte with a ſmall Company of Mey againit 
the Tſraelites, art] the Lord deliver'd a wery great Hoit 
into their bang, becauſe they, bad forſaken the Lord'God 
Ne igri ' And if theſe I\ations ſhonld' (6 Toft 
beir Gad after ſuch\ amazing Inſtances of His Pre- 
___ fence with them, how 'difinal would their condittort 
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Daz brings to our remembrance ; I mean, That 
which was wrought'for, our Fore-tarhers' ſo: war 
gears ago, and That, which was wrought for' us* bit 
Oe zear fince. God hath honqured'thisDay with a 
. Double Mercy , let us honbur* God by yielding to 
f him'a Double Sacrifice of Praiſe ; binding it , as' With 
| Pal. 138. 29.4 twilted Cord to the Horns of the Altar, Letvus raiſe 
a. a.'P:Uar of thankfulneſs with ſuch a laſting Þ»ſcrip- 
tion, as neither Time, nor any. other Hahds may 'eyer 
EE be able'to dec. Both our Fore father and" were 
ng deliverd from the'ſazze. Exemier, tho* not ſtriftly from 
4 the very ſame methods of Conſpiracy 3, formerly. rae 
aim 


. as tg. its is Objeft and Subpoty yt 
aim'd a4 the gefiryRtion;of the Lamgvereby owe: low, 
bat lately at the ſubverſion of the Lawy. 1 F ves 
by more gradual meaſures 3 in the Powder Treaſon 
they hag Fantyiy d ta blow wp the Perſons jw pur Go. 
vernours, and for ſome years peſt they have bgen 
laying the Train to blow « he. our ConStituton,, Blefſed 
be that God, who { nably. prevented both che 
oe, and the other. This Day might have been a2. 
of trouble and. rebuke and blaphemy, (as Hezekzah, once 2 Kings rg. z- 
complain'd );z and ſoit would have been indeed, :if 
when the Clildrin more come to the birth, there had 
not been ſtrength to bring forth; 1 mean.if God had 
om d upon the Gorigns Undertaking of our, Pre- 
ent Sovenaign, which 1he, day begun. to.take <ffet. 
Letn0t Darkeele therefore, nor the Shadow of Oblt- 
vion ever ſtain this 3 tat 10, claud- will upon i 5, 
let no, ao ate bg wy therein, Who. is. there, 
that bears Good, myll. to. an, Sion, Toes, WO will ow reckon, 
| the beR in our. E4gli/f. Calendar, and,mo worthy, 
bove all HIVES, bs FR ah ts the Days of the, Year. 2 
a a Ley Moxtbs. be ll 5 ran Ged's s 'Praiſe, 
bh with his {Hain all th 


, and lct our 
Converſations chan; he it all. our Life. longs 
5 at our, Holy Gratitude tor the, Mergies. which. we 
bape; may. tit us'for, thoke whie We: P4p 5. that. our 
Su, May, "neither g0.b backward, nor. Stand. Fll, but 
make balt (in,God's de time) to. fiſh its remaining 


courſe. 


THE END. 


